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SUBJ: POSSIBLE SMITH-SITHOLE ARRANGEMENT 

1. LUSAKA PRESS REPORTS OP SMITH'S JULY 6 SPEECH IN 
SALISBURY QUOTE HIM AS SAYING THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO ALLOW 
SITHOLE TO RETURN TO RHODESIA. IT WAS IN SITHOLE'S PAVOR, 

SMITH SAID, THAT HE HAD PUBLICLY CONDEMNED THE PATRIOTIC 
PRONT. "I LIKE TO HEAR THAT KIND OP TALKING BECAUSE TODAY, 

AS PAR AS RHODESIA IS CONCERNED, I BELIEVE THE PATRIOTIC 
PRONT IS PUBLIC ENEMY NUMBER ONE. SMITH ALSO STATED THAT 
HIS REGIME WAS CONSTANTLY WORKING ON ALTERNATIVE SETTLEMENT 
PROPOSALS, "AND IP THE CURRENT ANGLO-AMERICAN INITIATIVE 
PAILED THERE WERE PLANS POR AN ENTIRELY NEW RHODESIAN 
ATTEMPT TO SOLVE THE COUNTRY'S CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEMS." 

SMITH SAID HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY RHODESIAN BLACKS AND BY 
PEOPLE FROM OTHER EUROPEAN AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES THAT 
MR. SITHOLE HAD HAD A CHANGE OP HEART AND SHOULD BE PER- 
MITTED TO ENTER RHODESIA TO WORK FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION. 
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ON THE SAME DAY NKOMO, IN A PRESS CONPERENCE IN LUSAKA, 

ADVISED SITHOLE TO STAY OUT OP RHODESIA AND "NOT TO LET 
HIMSELP BE USED BY THE REBEL REGIME." THESE STATEMENTS, 

TOGETHER WITH NKOMO'S GENERALLY HARD-LINE STANCE, WILL 
QUICKLY RAISE POR PUBLIC DISCUSSION THE POSSIBILITY OP 
SOME KIND OF ACCOMODATION BETWEEN SMITH AND SITHOLE. 
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2. IN ANSWER TO PUBLIC QUERIES ON THIS SUBJECT, I PROPOSE 
THAT WE REPLY AS EOLLOWS: 

"THE UNITED STATES OPPOSES AND WILL NOT BE A PARTY TO 
ANY SOLUTION WHICH DID NOT PRODUCE A GOVERNMENT THAT WAS 
CHOSEN BY AN OPEN, FREE AND UNBIASED ELECTION ON THE BASIS 
OF ONE-MAN-ONE- VOTE." 

OUR PRIVATE STANCE WOULD BE THE SAME. 

3. GRAHAM PREFERS OMITTING WORD "OPPOSES." 

4. THE WORD "UNBIASED" IS INTENDED TO COVER CONTROL OF 
THE ELECTION PROCESS BY ANY ONE OF THE PARTICIPANTS- 
SMITH, SITHOLE, OR NKOMO. THE STATEMENT WOULD APPLY 
EQUALLY TO THE COURSE OF ACTION WHICH NKOMO PROPOSED 
DURING HIS PRESENT CONFERENCE: PURSUIT OF MILITARY ACTION 
TO SURRENDER, ASSUMPTION OF CONTROL BY THE NATIONALIST 
ARMED FORCES, DRAFTING OF A CONSTITUTION, AND THE HOLDING 
OF AN ELECTION UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE ARMED NATIONALISTS 
(PATRIOTIC FRONT). FINALLY, THE STATEMENT WOULD PUT 

SMITH ON NOTICE PUBLICLY, AS THE BRITISH HAVE ALREADY 
DONE, THAT NOTHING SHORT OF UNIVERSAL ADULT SUFFRAGE 
WOULD AT THIS STAGE BE SATISFACTORY. END EYE 

4. THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP IS DUE TO LEAVE LUSAKA AT 1345 
JULY 7 FOR FRANCISTOWN WHERE THE PRETORIA ATTACHE AIRCRAFT 
WILL TRANSPORT IT TO JOHANNESBURG, ARRIVING AT 1730 (1 130 
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WASHINGTON TIME), FOR ONWARD TRAVEL TO SALISBURY. THE 
DEPARTMENT'S APPROVAL OR REACTION TO THE ABOVE STATEMENT 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED, TRANSMITTED THROUGH PRETORIA. 
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